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Jean is an Emmy-winning investigative 
immigration reporter for KPBS, she 
also contributes to NPR, PBS, PRI’s The 
World and other public media.  
In this memoir Jean tries to locate the 
border between truth and fantasy as 
she searches for explanations for her 
father’s behavior. She crisscrosses the 
Mexican-American border to unearth 
the stories of cousins and grandparents 
and discovers a chain of fabulists and 
mystics in her lineage, going back to 
her great-great-grandmother, a 
clairvoyant curandera who was paid to 
summon spirits from the afterlife. 
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